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BATHROOMS 


Consider  your  family's  needs  carefully  when 
planning  bathrooms.  The  location,  size,  and 
arrangement  of  your  bathrooms — whether  in  a 
new  or  remodeled  house — depend  upon  the  uses 
to  be  made  of  them.  The  single  bathroom  in  a 
small  house  may  have  to  serve  as  the  washup 
area  for  men  coming  in  from  work,  as  the  place 


to  bathe  and  change  infants,  and  as  the  main 
laundry  area  or  the  area  for  hand-laundering. 

The  tub,  lavatory,  and  toilet  must  be  per- 
manently installed,  but  accessories  and  other 
equipment  for  auxiliary  uses  can  be  added  readily 
if  space  has  been  planned  for  them. 


LOCATIONS 


The  bathroom  in  the  plan  to  the  right  is 
convenient  to  the  bedrooms  and  the  back 
door,  so  the  bathroom  can  serve  as  the 
washup  area  also.  Note  that  the  bath- 
room door  is  not  visible  from  the  living 
room.  A  bathroom  next  to  another  room 
with  plumbing — a  utility  room  in  this  in- 
stance— is  an  economical  arrangement. 


In  a  two-story  house  with  all  bedrooms  on 
the  second  floor,  the  main  bathroom  is  usually 
located  on  this  floor  also.  For  safety,  avoid 
locating  the  bathroom  door  next  to  or  directly 
across  the  hall  from  the  stairs.  A  washup 
area  on  the  first  floor  is  a  convenience  when 
the  main  bathroom  is  upstairs. 
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FAMILY 
ROOM 


When  more  than  one  complete  bathroom 
is  planned,  the  second  often  opens  from  the 
master  bedroom.  Always  locate  one  com- 
plete bathroom  where  it  can  be  reached  from 
a  hallway. 
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ARRANGEMENT  OF  FIXTURES 


USING  SPACE  PLANNING  STANDARDS 


The  bathroom  plans  on  these  two  pages  show 
typical  arrangements  of  three  and  four  fixtures 
in  commonly  used  sizes.  The  clearances  between 
fixtures  and  between  fixtures  and  walls  are  based 
on  research.  Two  plans  are  shown  for  each 
arrangement.  In  the  first,  minimum  clearances 
are  used  and  a  door  2  feet  4  inches  wide;  in  the 
second,  space  designated  by  *  is  provided  between 
two  fixtures  for  a  person  to  stand  while  helping 


a  child  or  elderly  person,  and  a  door  2  feet  8 
inches  wide  is  used.  A  3-foot  door  is  recom- 
mended for  wheelchairs.  Most  of  these  bath- 
rooms will  need  to  be  increased  in  size  if  you 
want  to  add  baby  equipment,  washing  machine,) 
laundry  hamper,  or  storage  cabinet.  Every  bath- 
room should  have  a  window  or  mechanical  venti-l 
lation.  Avoid,  if  possible,  placing  the  tub  under 
the  window. 


PLUMBING  PIPES  IN   ONE  WALL 


PLUMBING  PIPES  IN   TWO  WALLS 


PLUMBING  PIPES  IN  THREE  WALLS 


*Space  provided  at  one  location  for  a  person  to  stand  to  help  a  child  ot  elderly  person. 


DIVIDED   BATHROOMS 


BATHROOMS  WITH   SHOWER  STALLS 


Divided  bathrooms  provide  privacy  for  two  or 
more  people  at  the  same  time  and  require  less 
space  than  two  rooms.  New  or  remodeled  bath- 
rooms can  be  divided  with  the  use  of  hinged  or 


sliding  doors,  screens,  or  partitions.  Shower 
stalls  vary  in  size  from  30  by  30  inches  to  32  by 
48  inches.  Larger  ones  are  of  course  more  com- 
fortable. 


BATHROOM  CUTOUTS 
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CORNER  TUB 
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LAVATORY 
21" 


LAVAT' 


RECESSED  TUB 
2'  e"x  5'  6" 


To  plan  bathroom  arrangements  different  from 
those  shown,  as  well  as  washup  areas  with  lava- 
tory and  toilet,  use  cutouts  traced  from  these 
scaled  drawings  of  fixtures.  Also  bear  in  mind 
the  recommended  clearances.     Use  the  cutout 


drawings  of  fixtures  that  are  the  same  size  as 
those  you  plan  to  buy.  Measure  any  other 
pieces  of  equipment — baby  bathinette,  hamper, 
etc. — you  want  in  your  bathroom,  and  draw  them 
to  scale,  using  V4  inch  for  1  foot. 


For  additional  information,  refer  to  "Planning  Bathrooms  for  Today's  Homes."  Home  and  Garden  Bulletin  No.  99,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  November  1964. 


MIRROR-LAVATORY- 


TOWEL  ROD 


Install  the  toiletries 
cabinet  so  that  the  bot- 
tom of  the  mirror  is  from  48 
to  54  inches  from  the  floor,  for 
persons  of  average  height. 
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TISSUE   HOLDER 


Locate  the  tissue  hold- 
er 26  to  30  inches  from 
the  floor  and  6  to  8  inches 
in  front  of  the  toilet. 


A  21 -inch  towel  rod  is 
needed  to  hang  a  bathtowel 
and  a  washcloth  folded  once. 
Install  the  rod  36  to  42  inches 
from  the  floor. 
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A  lavatory  installed  at  a  height  of  33 
to  36  inches  from  the  floor  will  be  com- 
fortable for  adults.  Provide  a  portable 
step  stool  for  the  youngsters. 


LIGHTING 


The  lights  at  the  lavatory  will  light  the 
small  bathroom  if  proper  fixtures  are  selected. 
Place  lavatory  side  lights  30  inches  apart, 
with  the  center  of  the  light  bulbs  60  inches 
from  the  floor.  Center  the  ceiling  light  above 
the  front  edge  of  the  lavatory.  The  location 
is  the  same  for  fluorescent  and  incandescent 
lights. 


SHOWER  HEAD- 


CURTAIN    ROD 


Install  the  shower  head  6  feet  2 
inches  from  the  floor  and  the  curtain 
rod  6  feet  6  inches,  to  insure  head 
room  for  adults. 
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